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The Mules” Day

More than a show, Bishop
Mule Days shares heritage

FROM HORSETRADER
STAFF REPORTS
ISHOP - For five days,
every Memorial Day
weekend, more than
25,000 fans from around the
U.S. and the world converge
on Bishop for this colorful and
fun festival. It is a tradition that
began in 1969 as a send-off event
for local packers and outfitters
to get the summer season going.
Today, more than 700 mules
with their trainers, riders and
packers attend 14 mule shows
that include equestrian disci-
plines such as Western, English,

Bishop Mule Days photo

youth, barrel racing, gymkhana,
packing, shoeing, chariot racing,
team roping and driving. The
result is a tremendous display of
human and animal skills.

“The excitement of mule days
is not exclusive to mule owners,”
said Executive Director Donna
Bird. “It’s a family-oriented event
that celebrates all equestrian
genres. Many of our guests that
come to watch the event don’t
own animals. They’re just here
to be a part of the history of the
event, and in doing so, they help

Started by the packers, Bishop Mule Days has grown into an international

showcase.



927181-2403A

Pack & Ride in the

Eastern Sierra Book Your

Adventure
Today!

£760) 872-8331

creekpackstation.com

PARENTI CHILD TRAIL RIDE

B John Muir Wilderness
3Days - 5875 « June through July

Camping, Riding, Fishing & Fun! We invite you and your children to join us for three day
camping. Learn how to care for your horse and enjoy comfortable camping. A wonderful e

enjoy meeting others with similarinterests.

RIVES
850 per person « Group Size: 4-25 Participants
orse Drive: June 14-18. Fall Horse Drive: September 14-17

ortable camp set up in advance of each arrival. Tents and all the good food you can eat are
ided. Bring your sleeping bag and personal gear.

Join us in herding horses and mules between our winter range in the Owens Valley and our Pack Station in the High Sierra.

Visit our website for a complete list of trips, schedules and pricing!

Rock Creek Pack Station, Inc. is a permittee of Inyo and Sierra National Forests and the Bureau of Land Management.
NOTICE: In accordance with federal law and the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability (not all prohibited bases apply.
to all programs). To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.
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LET'S MAKE YOUR HORSE SMILE IITH A ROCK-FREE ARENA

Through modern technology we can screen
the native material in your arena rock-free.
We remove debris to 3/8 of an inch in size

and to a depth of no less than six inches and
as close to 8 inches, if possible!

Competition, entertainment, vendors and a unique enviroment make Bishop
Mule Days special.

support the local economy.” Beckham will perform Thursday Serving the west We meee Making quality
One of the biggest draws is night, amd Justin Lawrence & for 21 years Aﬂyw—lwlle our top priority
the the longest running non-mo- The Double Average Band per-
torized parade, as recognized form Saturday night.
in the Guinness Book of World Bishop Mule Days, a California
Records, Bird said. 501c3 public benefit charity,
“It’s an amazing sight,” she appreciates tax-deductible dona-
added. “This year we're excited tions for its programs, including Consulting - Rock Removal - Arena Grooming - Machines ‘- Race Tracks * Roping
to have as our Grand Marshall support for local organizations Arenas * Pastures * Schools - Professional Services - Harrows - Environment & Safety
Congressman Kevin Kiley. that volunteer at Bishop Mule
He will be joining us from Days. Among those groups are

Washington, and so will Senator  4-H, FFA, sports, drill and spirit

Maria Alvarado Gill, who willbe  teams at Bishop High School, F LY G U A R D

making her second visit here. Home Street School Eastern

We’re very happy to have them Sierra and Mammoth High S Y S 'T' E M S [ N C
’ .

as they are both supporters of School, and Lee Vining PTO.

Automatic Insect Control

backcountry and wilderness. “If anyone would like to sup-
“Senator Maria Alvarado Gill port mule days in any way, we e
also sits on several Veterans do have a a donate button on F Iyl “g I nseCt co “t I'OI
committees in California, and our website as well as a QR code,” ?
our Sunday show is a tribute to ~ said Bird. “With the rising cost N a tu r e s way. S
our U.S. veterans -- so we are of doing business and insurance .
proud to have them heretobea  and everything, any support USan Natl/”/'al Pyrethrum !
part of that celebration too.” would be greatly appreciated.
For entertainment, 2019 MORE ONLINE:
American Idol winner Chayce https://bit.ly/mules KILLS Flymg Insects
PREVENTS Spread of Disease
PROTECTS Your Animals

Fly Guard designs, manufactures, installs and
provides service for Fly Control Systems.

o Backed by 10-year Warranty

o Helps Protect Against West Nile Virus

e Custom Designed to Fit Your Needs
e Licensed Technicians

o Free Estimates

o Factory Direct

Call TODAY! 800-811-1039 Vé% ®
Memorial Day and Bishop Mule Days are cinched together. www.FIyGuard.com Qﬁ

926927-2210A






