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fialway Downs

Droposes changes,

stirs equestrians

Horsepeople balk at
altering Co. General
Plan, use permit

HORSETRADER STAFF REPORTS

EMECULA — A pair of

I requests to Riverside

County to alter policies
defining how Galway Downs
property can be used were
submitted in January, and area
equestrians are voicing their
disapproval.

Galway Downs, a 24.2-acre
centerpiece to the equestrian
region of southwest Riverside
County, originally opened in
1968 as a racehorse training
facility and now hosts equestri-
an competitions, trainers and
services. It lies within the area’s
Wine Country Community Plan,
a formal guideline adopted in
2014 and then incorporated
into the County’s General Plan
to recognize and preserve the
area’s equestrian and vineyard
elements.

At a public hearing Jan. 13 of
the Riverside County General
Plan Advisory Committee, land-
use consultant Alan Long
presented on behalf of Galway
Downs owners a request to alter
the General Plan. The proposal
would remove three of six par-
cels belonging to Galway Downs
owner Ken Smith from current
rural zoning to commercial.
Also, the request asks to remove
current Equestrian District des-
ignation of three parcels,
instead designating them as part
of the Wine District.

Opponents to the proposed
changes, including operators
of prominent, longtime horse
operations in the area, regard

Galway Downs attracts world class equestrian events to its Temecula venue, as well as soccer tournaments. Opponents to zoning changes

say resultant traffic already impacts their equestrian operations.

any shift in land use away from
equestrians as a move inconsis-
tent with preserving the area’s
unique aesthetic and historic
appeal — especially in Southern
California.

“Residents and business own-
ers do not believe these proposed
changes will enhance and grow
the Equestrian District — quite
the contrary,” said Lorraine
Harrington, “They will change
its land use policies to more
disturbing commercial uses that
will make the raising and board-
ing of horses far more difficult.”

Harrington said proposed
commercial uses for the north-
east corner of Los Caballos
Road and State Highway 79
south include a gas station, con-
venience store and car wash.
Across Highway 79 on the south-
west corner, a winery resort is
proposed.

At the hearing in mid-Jan-
uary, planners recommended
the requested General Plan
Amendment be placed before the
planning commission. The item,
initially scheduled on the Feb. 5
Planning Commission meeting,
has since been removed from the
agenda. A new meeting date has
not yet been made public.

Since the hearing, a change.
org petition by the group “Save
The Equestrian District” on
change.org has collected 1,066
signatures against proposed
changes to zoning or ordinances.

“A rezoning to Commercial
Retail could allow for everything
from gas stations to arcades to
professional office buildings,”
reads a published report. “These
types of land use are NOT appro-
priate in the Equestrian District,
not even appropriate in Wine
Country, more broadly. This is
a unique area — not urban or
suburban.”

A second request by Galway
Downs before the County that is
also being challenged within the
Equestrian District is a revision
to Galway Down’s Conditional
Use Permit (CUP).

As a property of over 100
acres, Galway Downs is allowed
certain activities that small-
er parcels are not, but these
activities require approval and
an issuance of a CUP. The new
proposal (CUP 2303 R1) asks to
include new activities as well as
a Zone Change (CZ 20000010)
and an exception to Riverside
County’s Noise Ordinance (847).
Opponents say this would enable

concerts and other events that
require amplified sound and
would impact traffic that already
is problematic on local roads.
Galway Downs Equestrian
Manager Robert Kellerhouse
understands local equestrian
concerns, but he says the pro-
posed changes are with long-
range vision of enhancing ame-
nities at Galway Downs that will

“Residents and
business owners do
not believe these
proposed changes wil
enhance and grow the
Equestrian District -
quite the contrary.”

- Lorraine Harrington,
Equestrian advocate



Galway Downs on a busy weekend.

help attract equestrian competi-
tors for generations to come.

“That seven-acre corner along
the highway as people pull off
Los Caballos Road leaving Galway
will never be a desirable location
for an equestrian operation, but
it would be ideal for folks to fuel
up their rigs on the way out,”
says Kellerhouse, whose facility
has about a dozen current jump-
er, dressage and eventing train-
ers with more than 100 horses
in training, combined. “Current
fueling options are not ideal.
The proposed planned uses are
equestrian-oriented, and we
need to share the details and
earn support.”

Another Wine Country
resident says that since the
Equestrian District was defined
in the Wine Country Community

MORE BACKGROUND ON PROPOSED CHANGES ONLINE:

M Initial Environmental Study
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Plan in 2014, new equestrian
investment has come into the
area because it is in an area that
has protections in place.

“Horse owners who have
been pushed out of other areas
because of invading commercial
usages have elected to come here
after doing extensive research,”
he says.

Adds Harrington, “We believe
Temecula’s Horse Country adds
alot to the ambiance of the
Wine Country — we often hear
from tourists how much they
enjoy the quiet, agricultural,
equine area. We ask our County
Supervisors and Planning
Commissioners to protect this
treasure. That’s what the Wine
Country Plan has been designed
todo.”

https://bit.ly/HT-Environment0502

B Wine Country Community Plan

https://bit.ly/HT-WCCP502

M '‘Save The Equestrian District’ Petition
https://bit.ly/HT-petition0502
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LET'S MAKE YOUR HORSE SMILE IITH A ROCK-FREE ARENA

Through modern technology we can screen
the native material in your arena rock-free.
We remove debris to 3/8 of an inch in size
and to a depth of no less than six inches and
as close to 8 inches, if possible!

We Travel

Serving the west
for 21 years

Making quality

our top priority

Consulting - Rock Removal - Arena Grooming - Machines - Race Tracks - Roping

Arenas * Pastures * Schools - Professional Services - Harrows - Environment & Safety

FLY GUARD
SYSTEMS, INC.

Automatic Control

Flying Insect Control

Nature’s Way...
Using Natural Pyrethrum!

Insect

KILLS Flying Insects
PREVENTS Spread of Disease
PROTECTS Your Animals

Fly Guard designs, manufactures, installs and
provides service for Fly Control Systems.

o Backed by 10-year Warranty

o Helps Protect Against West Nile Virus

e Custom Designed to Fit Your Needs
e Licensed Technicians

o Free Estimates

e Factory Direct

Call TODAY! 800-811-1039 v@% ®
www.FlyGuard.com )

926927-2210A



http://www.FlyGuard.com
https://bit.ly/HT-Environment0502
https://bit.ly/HT-WCCP502
https://bit.ly/HT-petition0502



