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Joyful
Juniors
Young rodeo 
stars like Olivia 
Bongiorno learn 
and enjoy
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ESCONDIDO – By 6 p.m. at 
the San Pasqual Valley 
Ranch arena, the weekday 

junior rodeo practice is winding 
down. All 14 girls -- ranging from 
age six to 15 and from beginner 
to advanced -- listen to their 
coach’s comments as each one 
takes their horse’s turn through 
one last practice pattern. It’s 
clear the young riders are learn-
ing, and even clearer they are 
having fun.

“Many of my members have 
been together on this team 
for years now,” says the coach, 
Mindy van Loggerenberg. “They 
are growing up with each other. 
Older members are like big sis-
ters, and the younger ones are 
mentored, monitored, loved and 
treated like... well, little siblings.”

The family theme runs 
through the entire Devenport 
Training Program. Mindy’s 
father, Lynn Devenport, arrived 
at this remarkable facility 

in 2004 when it was called 
Cloverdale Ranch. Mindy, who 
graduated from high school 
that year, went on to college 
and competed in college rodeo 
before returning nine years ago 
where Lynn planted a seed.

Lyn, who raised Mindy with 
horses from Day One -- first in 
Texas, then New Mexico, and 
eventually Bonsall where he 
managed Rawhide Ranch -- 
asked his daughter if she would 
run his lesson program.

Since then, it has grown like 
grass under a leaky spigot.

“My dad gave me the opportu-
nity and enough freedom to see 
what I could make of it,” says 
Mindy, who initially taught les-
sons to adults or kids, mostly 
beginning riders or those with 
some experience looking to 
learn more. Clients who wanted 
to advance into ranch sorting 
or roping would start with 
her, “and if I did my job prop-
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More than just a learning barn, Devenport Training’s 
Rodeo program is now a ‘family’
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Joyful
Juniors

The Devenport Training Junior Rodeo Team is all ears for coach Mindy van 
Loggerenberg during a recent Thursday evening lesson at San Pasqual Valley 
Ranch in Escondido.
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Charlize Jass enjoys her 
go at the Boots & Bling 
event last May at CRC 
Ranch in Temecula.

Savannah Jass gets encouragement from 
her dad, Vaughn.

Finding fun between runs at the Boots 
& Bling.

By Horsetrader staff
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Training out of Tucalota Creek Ranch
39560 E. Benton Road, Temecula, CA 92592

cowleyperformancehorses@gmail.com • (602) 568-7492
www.cowleyperformancehorses.com

• Colt-Starting
• Reined Cowhorse
• Ranch Riding
• Lessons

Drop in for our Drop in for our 
Wednesday Night Wednesday Night 

Community lessonCommunity lesson
Haul-ins welcomed and encouraged.

Call for info and pricing.
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Drop in for our 
Wednesday Night 

Community lesson
Haul-ins welcomed and encouraged.

Call for info and pricing.

• Colt-Starting
• Reined Cowhorse
• Ranch Riding
• Lessons

Multiple NRCHA Champion 
and Reserve Champion

Training out of Tucalota Creek Ranch
39560 E. Benton Road, Temecula, CA 92592
cowleyperformancehorses@gmail.com • (602) 568-7492

www.cowleyperformancehorses.com92
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www.DangerDingo.com
(858) 367-3405
Allison@DangerDingo.com 92
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Mindy van Loggerenberg and some of her team.

Lyn Devenport, here with daughter 
Mindy, receives a California Junior Rodeo 
Association Lifetime Achievement Award.
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erly, move them to my dad for 
advanced lessons.”

Along with her dad, her moth-
er, Delia, has been a key influ-
ence in life and with horses until 
she passed away a few years 
ago. A few girls ran barrels with 
Delia, and eventually Mindy took 
over the barrel racers. About 
this time, the passion to coach 
became clear.

“I don’t think that I was really, 
truly committed to this career 
until one of my riding lesson 
students wanted to become a 
barrel racer, and I helped her 
find her first horse of her own,” 
says Mindy.

“That feeling – of starting out 
with someone brand new to all 
of this and teaching them from 
scratch, teaching them into con-
fidence and hopes and dreams 
of a future in rodeo, helping 
them turn those into goals, and 
then accomplishing those goals, 

one at a time and setting new 
ones -- there is nothing like that 
feeling for me,.” she adds. “That 
first time, with that first little 
girl -- THAT was when I was 
hooked, and knew I was where I 
belonged.”

Today, the Devenport Training 
Rodeo Team has 29 members, 
both youth and adults, coming 
from throughout San Diego 
and Riverside counties. The 
Devenport Training Lesson 
Program has over 70 riding 
lesson students, three other 
instructors, and the Rodeo 
Team. The number does not 
include Lynn’s advanced lessons 
in riding, sorting and roping.

“Truly, this team is more than 
a collection of clients, they are 
family,” Mindy says. “They say it 
takes a village to raise children, 
and I can genuinely say we are 
exactly that way -- the parents 
on the team are parental fig-
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SheaLynn Siataga
Addisyn Armstrong 
Adalee Short 
Alex Hazel 
Annabel Doll 
Bella Tarantino 
Cassie Furguson 
Charlize Jass 
Savannah Jass 
Faith Marshall 
Gabrielle Barrier
Giovanna Schafer
Mia Haugen
Morgan Arroyo
Olivia Bongiorno

Olivia Markey
Olivia Meadows
Olivia van Doorn
Rachael Tanzer
Paige Potok
Parker Rose 
Gleeson
Quinn Haas
Rebecca Pierce
Roxy Chavez
Samara Cumming
Shayla Haggerty
Sydney Schenk
Vaunne Henderson
Zoey Harmon

SPVR DEVENPORT TRAINING
RODEO TEAM ROSTER
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After three years with the team, Giovanna Schafer, 15, now assists Mindy.
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CHSRA District 8 Queen Rachael Tanzer; her mother, Wendy, 
trained with the Devenports. 

Teammates Olivia Bongiorno and Savannah Jass check order of 
go at a Junior Rodeo event.
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ures to all of the kids, they are 
a safe place, a structured place 
for the kids to learn and grow 
in, in many ways we are a world 
of our own. I have never heard 
of another rodeo team like this, 
anywhere.”

At the center of it all is the 
horse. As Mindy tells it, the 
heart.

“Did you know that a horse can 
hear a human heartbeat up to 
four feet away?,” she asks. “Or 
that in a herd, horses will match 
their heart rates to each other, 
so that they are so in sync, that 
if one horse’s heart rate spikes, 
they all immediately know?

“The level of connection and 
intuition that a horse can give is 
unmatched,” she adds. “To find 
that one special horse, to have 
that singular level of connection 
with another creature where no 
words are exchanged -- it cannot 
be sufficiently described.

“And all of this, everything 
mentioned above, was born of 
someone just wanting to, one 
day, ride a horse.”

Riders come in a variety of lev-
els and abilities, each with their 
own path.

“We have some who are very 
advanced, riding incredibly tal-
ented horses, and we also have 
some who are just starting out, 
or who own horses they are still 
training – and many in between,” 
she says. “I have some students 
who just take to riding like a fish 
to water – no fear and pure raw 
talent, and some who have had 
to overcome fears.”

Mindy embraces the challenge 
to engender team unity while 
still competing as individuals.

“Rodeo is an individual sport, 
with really the only exception 
being team roping where you 
have a partner, but outside of 
that, at the end of the day there 
is only one winner,” says Mindy, 
a competitor in her own right 
who has won the California High 
School State Finals in the break-
away and a total of nine saddles. 

“Our team competes with each 
other, but against each other. 
Last year two of my girls fought 
through a three-day finals to 
win a saddle they had been com-
peting for all year long. It came 
down to the last day, and when 
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www.callspvr.com
760-805-5381

Western Boarding, Lessons & Training
•  Lighted 140' x 260' rodeo arena
•  Lighted 120' x 220' sand arena
•  Lighted 70' x 110' sorting arena
•  Lighted cutting arena
•  Lighted round pens

English Boarding, Lessons & Training
•  Lighted 105' x 210' arena with jumps
•  Lighted round pen
•  Tack boxes

ALL LIGHTED 
ARENAS

allow you to ride after dark!

San Pasqual
Valley Ranch
BOARDING | LESSONS | TRAINING | EVENTS

Located just 5 miles off the I-15 near the Wild Animal Park, 
we offer unsurpassed convenience, services and amenities:

2460 Cloverdale Rd. • Escondido, CA

•  Roping steers
•  Penning/sorting cattle
•  In & out barn stalls
•  24' x 24' box stalls
•  Turnouts

•  Fully covered stalls
•  24' x 24' box stalls
•  Covered cross ties
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DEVENPORT TRAINING at San Pasqual Valley Ranch

Team Roping Practices 
M, W & F at 3pm 

Saturdays at 9am
Sorting Lessons with Lynn 

Every morning M-F at 10am,  
by appointment

Get back on your horse & 
ride with us! CALL TODAY!

Lynn Devenport a 760-805-5381 a www.SanPasqualValleyRanch.com a ESCONDIDO, CA

Basic Riding Lessons  
with  Heather Dixon and 

Lucy Tarlton
Intermediate/Advanced Riding 

Lessons/Rodeo Team Coach 
with Mindy Siataga  
760-532-9862

ROPING • SORTING • PENNING 
BREAKAWAY • BARRELS • POLES

RIDING LESSONS, TR AINING & SALES a IN BUSINESS FOR 40 YEARS a ALL AGES
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FROM 
BEGINNERS 

to WINNERS

BE A PART OF OUR RODEO TEAM!
• Training
• Lessons

• Sales
• Tune Ups

• Rodeo Horses 
• Cow Horses

• Barrel Horses
• Cattle Available

WEEKLY
& DAILY
LESSONS

                                     Blankets, shells, sheets, liners & hoods for Horses     
          & other animals - custom-made for your climate & conditions

Dog coats for indoors or 
outside, collars, leashes, 
harnesses & safety vests 

PO Box 1989 • Phoenix, OR 97535 
Made in the USA 

www.sierrahorsewear.com • 800.456.7408
blanketdoc@volcano.net • gill@chaskit.com

Visit our booth at Western States Expo, Murieta Eq Ctr36540 Silver Spur Rd.
Temecula ca 92592
951-529-6258
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Rich Ranch
Large paddock boarding.
Year round mare and foal care.
Retirement horses.
Pens cleaned twice daily.
Freeway close.
Temecula wine country.
Call for an appointment.
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A “family portrait” of Devenport Training Junior Rodeo Team members and parents at a recent Temecula show.
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2024 CHSRA State Finalists included (left to right) Quinn Haas, Shealynn Siataga, Zoey Harmon and Olivia Bongiorno.

Addi Armstrong, a roping student of Lyn Devenport, takes his turn.
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the dust settled -- hundreds 
of points later – it was decided 
by four measly points between 
them.

“One of my favorite things is 
watching our members support-
ing each other, lined up at the 
fence for each run, yelling and 
cheering for their teammates, 
and celebrating with them even 
if that runner just bested their 
own time,” she adds. “Or when 
someone has a bad day or a bad 
run, and watching the team 
surround that girl and build her 
back up, get her pumped and 
excited for her next run. And 
every time – every single run, 
good or bad– they have team-
mates there.”

In addition to person-to-per-
son growth, Mindy enjoys seeing 
the person-to-animal connec-
tion, too.

“These riders – kids and adults 
alike – grow in so many ways. 
What rodeo gives them is a deep 
understanding and compassion 
for animals, not only the horses 
but also the livestock that is the 
lifeblood of rodeo. It teaches 
them responsibility, compas-
sion, resilience, determination, 
independence, problem solving 
skills, how to balance seeing the 
big picture while paying due to 
the little details that build it.

“More than anything, I see 
riding and rodeo giving people 
confidence,” she says. “Not the 
kind of confidence that you first 
think of when the word is men-
tioned – happiness and boldness 

– but a deeper confidence that 
comes from within. “I am speak-
ing of the kind of confidence 
that is so pure that someone can 
look at themselves wholly and 
see all their strengths and weak-
nesses and only feel inspired 
by themselves,” she concludes. 

“They take a 1,200-pound animal, 
and not only control it, direct it, 
but feed and care and nurture it, 
making more of it today than it 
was yesterday. These riders work 
and sweat and cry and bleed for 
the sport of rodeo, and at the 
end of the day, whether it went 
good or bad, they come home, 
care for their horse, and start all 
over again tomorrow.”

MORE ONLINE: 
Https://bit.ly/407jrrodeo




